MILITARY   AND   NAVAL   SURGERY
founder of modern plastic surgery.33 He was in close touch with the
army throughout his career. On his death he was succeeded in
the Chair by another eminent pioneer of plastic surgery, JOHANN
FRIEDRIGH DIEFFENBAGH (1792-1847), who had seen active
military service as a combatant and also as a surgeon.
Dieffenbach was in turn succeeded at Berlin in 1847 by
BERNHARD VON LANGENBEGK (1810-87) who, though not specifi-
cally a military surgeon, may be mentioned at this stage as the
most famous operator and teacher of his time in Germany. He
devised many new operations, and he founded the German
Society of Surgery as well as the influential surgical journal,
Archivfur klinische Chirurgie.
The founder of modern military surgery in Germany, however,
was GEORG FRIEDRICH Louis STROMEYER (1804-76). In addi-
tion to his prowess as a strictly military surgeon he was a pioneer
of orthopaedic surgery, applying the operation of subcutaneous
tenotomy to the relief of various deformities of the limbs.1
Towards the end of the century the most outstanding military
surgeon was FRIEDRICH VON ESMARGH (1823-1908), who introduced
the first field dressing during the Franco-Prussian War, and who
advised the Esmarch elastic bandage for securing haemostasia.
He was a strong advocate of " first aid," in civil as in military
life. For forty-two years he held the Chair of Surgery at Kiel.
In Russia there was no organized medical profession until
well on in the nineteenth century- Doctors from other lands went
to seek their fortunes in Russia. Notice has been taken (p. 247)
of Thomas Diihsdale of Hertford, England, who was summoned
to inoculate Catherine the Great against smallpox, One of the
adventurers who sought practice in Russia was an Aberdeen
graduate, Sir JAMES WYLIE (1768-1854).2 Young Wylie went to
Russia at the age of twenty-two. His rise to fame was rapid.
The story of his successful treatment of a courtier for an abscess
of the throat reached the ears of the Tsar, who promptly raised
him to the office of court physician, a post which he retained
throughout the reigns of the two succeeding Tsars.
Wylie travelled far in the royal service, and took part in every
Russian campaign of the time. He was said to be a good surgeon,
1 G. F. L, Stromeycr, Erimmtngen tines deutschsn Arties, 2 vols., Hanover, 1874
^ Sir R. Hutchison, " A Medical Adventurer.   Biographical Note on Sir James
Wylie, Bart., MJX, 1758-1854," Proc. Roy. Soc. Med. (Sect. Hist.), 1928, voL xxL,
Pt. sj, p. 1406.   (Date of birth should have been 1768)
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